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FUNDING AND SUPPORT – EUROPEAN, NATIONAL & REGIONAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE

Updated: 05/12/2008


	European (EIB)

	Name of Facility 
	Scope
	Key criteria
	How to apply
	Contact/Website

	European Clean Transport Facility (ECTF)

	Providing €4 billion in 2009-10 and €4 billion in 2011-12 of financing to support investments targeting RDI (Research, Development and Innovation); emissions reduction and energy efficiency in the European transport industry.

The EIB would finance investment costs and cover R&D and re-tooling investment. Terms of loans could be up to 10 years for R&D investment, and longer for factory investments.


	Companies of any size and ownership are eligible. The Facility specifically covers all areas of the value chain in the transport industry including Tier 1 and Tier 2 supplier firms.

This facility is likely to finance larger scale projects in the region of €50 million or greater. The maximum loan size will consist of up to 75% of eligible project costs, with normal lending levels of 50%.
	Companies will be able to submit project applications immediately, with processing applications and releasing funds within 3 to 4 months. The period will be shorter for companies who have previously sought EIB assistance.

	EIB, Action for Growth Instruments

Tel: (+352) 4379 87307

Fax: (+352) 4379 67292

RDI@eib.org 




	Name of Facility 
	Scope
	Key criteria
	How to apply
	Contact/Website

	SME Loans

	SMEs lending facility worth €30 billion over 4 years (2008 – 2011), liaising with commercial banks as intermediaries. Intended to be a simpler, more flexible and transparent scheme


	Available for all autonomous firms with fewer than 250 employees. Funding available for all type of investment or expenditure necessary to grow a small business. (e.g. tangible investment: the purchase of plant or real estate; intangible investment: R&D; the permanent increase in working capital). Up to £12.5 million per company. Lending conditions will be established on a case-by-case basis by adding to the EIB’s own cost of funding a mark-up of 0.13%. Security will be requested only if the credit risk is considered significant.


	Through intermediary UK commercial banks: Barclays Bank Plc, Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank Plc, Close Brothers.


	EIB

http://www.eib.org/about/news/eib-loan-for-smes.htm
Marianne Roda

m.roda@eib.org 

+35 243 79  83330

Barclays Bank plc: EIB.Enquries@Barclays.com 

Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank plc:

Tony Taylor

0161 953 3287

Tony.taylor@alliance-leicester.co.uk
Close Brothers:

James Heath

020 7655 3410

jheath@closebrothers.co.uk



	Name of Facility 
	Scope
	Key criteria
	How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Risk-Sharing Financing Facility (RSFF) 


	A joint venture between the European Commission and EIB worth up to €2 billion and available up to 2013, which aims to improve access to debt financing in support of higher risk financing for research, technological development, demonstration and innovation investments.


	Financing can be provided to private and public entities of all sizes and ownership. Beneficiaries will need to present a coherent business plan confirming their capacity to repay RSFF financing. 

The share of EIB financing is limited to 50% of the total amount of eligible project cost.


	Projects with a minimum EIB financing of €7.5 million can be financed directly by the EIB. Financing for SMEs will be available through new risk sharing credit lines – see SME Loans section above.
	http://www.eib.org/products/loans/special/rsff/index.htm 
London EIB office:

Tel: (+44) 20 73 75 96 60 

Fax: (+44) 20 73 75 96 99

2 Royal Exchange Buildings

London EC3V 3LF 

Luxembourg EIB Head Office:

Tel: (+352) 43 79 1 

Fax: (+352) 43 77 04

100, bvd Konrad Adenauer

L-2950 Luxembourg

RDI@eib.org 



	Existing R&D funding (Innovation 2010 Initiative)

	Funding for R&D projects worth at least €100 million, generally applying to larger companies.
	Supports investments in R&D and innovation promoted by public and private entities including: academic and public research institutes; foundations; national or regional initiatives to support R&D and innovation; industrial R&D and innovation, including the activities of SMEs.


	Directly through the EIB
	EIB

http://www.eib.org/projects/topics/innovation/i2i-research-and-development/index.htm 


	National

	Name of Facility 
	Scope
	Key criteria
	How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Small Business Finance Scheme 
(to be launched in early 2009)
	The Government in collaboration with RDAs will launch a temporary Small Business Finance Scheme, enabling up to £1 billion of new Government supported lending by banks

	Further details to be announced.

	Export Credit Guarantee Scheme
	A £1 billion temporary guarantee facility to provide small exporters with better short-term working capital. 


	Further details to be announced.

	Capital fund for SMEs 


	Government will make available a capital fund of £50 million providing

equity or quasi-equity to SMEs who are overleveraged. This will be funded from the

existing Mezzanine Fund, Enterprise Capital Funds and a £10 million RDA contribution.


	Further details to be announced.


	Name of Facility 
	Scope
	Key criteria
	How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Train to Gain
	£65 million of funding for training agreed between Government and Semta.
	Funding for apprenticeships, business improvement techniques (at either level 2 or level 3, with level 4 available in 2009), and Skills for Life (literacy, numeracy etc.)
	Can be accessed by manufacturers and supply chain directly through “Train to Gain”.
	customerservices@semta.org.uk, www.semta.org.uk



	Technology Strategy Board – Low Carbon Vehicles Innovation Platform Integrated Delivery Programme (IDP)
	Research & development funding on low carbon vehicles.

The IDP is a new £200 million investment programme, jointly funded by Government and business.


	www.innovateuk.org, www.innovate.org/ourstrategy/innovationplatforms/lowcarbonvehicles.ashx 

	LCVIP Ultra Low Carbon Vehicle Demonstrator
	Aims to see up to 100 new innovative cars on the road in locations around the UK by the end of 2009. The demonstration competition has up to £10m of funding available


	The programme will provide a portion of the costs for business led demonstration projects of vehicles with tailpipe emissions of 50g CO2/km or less.
	Details to be announced.
	www.innovateuk.org


	Regional

	One North East Regional Development Agency

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Loan, equity and mezzanine funding
	Designed to assist companies at every stage of their evolution, channelling so far over £100m into high growth firms. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	One North East, 

Stella House, Goldcrest Way, Newburn Riverside, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 8NY

Tel: 0191 229 6836

www.onenortheast.co.uk
email: marketing@onenortheast.co.uk
or

Business Link,
Spectrum 6,
Spectrum Business Park,
Seaham, Durham

SR7 7TT

Tel: 0845 6009 006
www.businesslink.gov.uk/northeast
email: enquiries@businesslinknortheast.co.uk


	Proof of Concept Fund
	One North East has recently approved £2.4m support to extend the Proof of Concept Fund to the end of 2009. This provides investment at the critical early stages of business creation and aims to stimulate the growth of young companies, that may need equity to finance development of new technologies.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Joint European Resources for Micro to Medium Enterprise initiative (JEREMIE)
	Plans are being drawn up to secure £125m for the region from JEREMIE. The potential scale of this fund will enable One North East to create new funding mechanisms that will help support businesses.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Selective Finance for Investment in England (SFIE) 
	SFIE has a budget of £18m each year. These grants continue to support businesses to invest in capital equipment to deliver gains in productivity and job creation. One North East has recently extended eligibility to all SMEs across the region with potential for high growth and clear long term investment viability, whose investment plans are being constrained by current economic conditions. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	Northwest Regional Development Agency

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Venture Capital Loan Fund
	Available in early 2009, NWDA plans to launch a Venture Capital Loan Fund putting in place £140m (utilising £70m of ERDF) to support businesses that are unable to access large amounts of finance (up to c. £3m) from other sources. This project is a priority in the new Northwest ERDF programme
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	Business Link Northwest, 

City Office, Bluebell Way, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5PZ

Tel: 0845 006 6888

www.businesslink.gov.uk/northwest
email: info@businesslinknw.co.uk
or 

Northwest Regional Development Agency,
PO Box 37

Renaissance House, Centre Park, Warrington

Cheshire, WA1 1XB

Tel: 01925 400 100

www.nwda.co.uk
email: information@nwda.co.uk


	High Growth Support
	Supported by the ERDF investments, NWDA plans to deliver a £10m programme of dedicated support to help 1000 high growth new and established businesses in the Northwest, with the intention to provide intense coaching and support to businesses in the Northwest that demonstrate particular growth potential.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	New Business Creation
	Under development: a new start-up programme for the region to run for the next 5 years and to deliver 11,700 new businesses and over 22,000 new jobs. This aims to use European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) co-funding and will equate to a total investment of £35m. It will be targeted at groups and communities where enterprise levels continue to be lower than they could be. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Micro projects grants
	Grants ranging from micro projects of £20,000 up to £500,000 are available through the Governments Grant for Research and Development
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	Northwest Regional Development Agency,
PO Box 37,

Renaissance House, Centre Park, Warrington

Cheshire, WA1 1XB

Tel: 01925 400 100

www.nwda.co.uk/finance 
email: information@nwda.co.uk
or 

Business Link Northwest, 

City Office, Bluebell Way, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 5PZ

Tel: 0845 006 6888

www.businesslink.gov.uk/northwest
email: info@businesslinknw.co.uk


	Innovation Voucher Scheme
	NWDA are planning a £4m Innovation Voucher Scheme that will help over 1,000 businesses to work with the Knowledge Base on collaborative projects
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Overseas trade investment
	NWDA is enhancing and extending the UKTI offer to business with funding of £5m that will deliver an additional £137m of international sales as well as supporting around 1000 jobs
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Investment in skills
	NWDA is preparing a £40m packaging of support to stimulate investment in priority skills development. NWDA is also extending the LSC Train to Gain Leadership and Management programme to more Northwest businesses.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	East Midlands Regional Development Agency

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Resource efficiency & climate adaption scheme
	EMDA is investing over £4m in mainstream resource efficiency, including the development of a resource efficiency diagnostic tool and grant support for business to improve competitiveness through efficiency.  EMDA is also investing £500,000 in a pilot scheme to assist business with climate change adaptation measures.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	East Midlands Development Agency

Apex Court

City Link

Nottingham

NG2 4LA

info@emd.org.uk
www.emda.org.uk
Business Link East Midlands

Innovation house

Riverside Park

Raynesway

Derby

DE21 7BF

info@businesslinkem.co.uk
www.businesslink.gov.uk/eastmidlands
Tel: 0845 058 6644

	Start-up business support
	EMDA has launched a range of new forms of finance to support businesses in start-up and growth.  A total of £18.5m is available over the next three years through a combination of grant and loan finance.  
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Selective finance for investment
	Finance for companies embarking on a programme of investment in buildings, plant and machinery and equipment.  There is £3.5m of funding available this financial year.  This programme is lending between £3,000 and £20,000 to businesses that are unable to gain bank finance.  
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Grant for Research and Development programme
	Businesses that need to continue to innovate in the face of changing economic conditions can access grants of up to £250,000 through the Grant for Research and Development programme which has £4.1m available in 2008/2009.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website


	Assistance for firms struggling with debt
	Businesses struggling to balance their books can access one of 500 debt advisors employed by Citizens Advice Bureau and Advice UK network.  The National Debtline on 0808 808 4000 also provides free confidential advice on how to deal with debt problems. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	East Midlands Development Agency

Apex Court

City Link

Nottingham

NG2 4LA

info@emd.org.uk
wwwmemda.org.uk

Business Link East Midlands

Innovation house

Riverside Park

Raynesway

Derby

DE21 7BF

info@businesslinkem.co.uk
www.businesslink.gov.uk/eastmidlands
0845 058 6644

	Employment support
	Closer monitoring of job losses and gains so that we can match people losing their jobs to expanding firms.  A Regional Rapid Response Taskforce will be enhanced to react more swiftly to announcements of firm closures.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Overseas market support
	Expanding support services of overseas opportunities arising from the growth of the Chinese and Indian economies with UK Trade and Investment (UKTI).
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	The Innovation Strategy and Action Plan
	This provides a framework of support covering innovation networks, advisor and mentoring teams and access to dedicated finance, technology and skills programmes.  There is a £50m investment by EMDA and partners.  
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	European Framework Programme
	A support programme has been established to help business access an investment of €50b.  Support for businesses includes grants to address innovation challenges, stimulate university collaboration and to explore commercial potential of new technology.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Additional support for manufacturers
	Over the next three years, support is enhanced for manufacturers by an investment of £10m, helping them to cut costs and to improve efficiency, profitability and competitiveness.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	Yorkshire Forward Regional Development Agency

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Enhanced Capital Allowance (ECA) scheme


	£10m investment over the next three years to help regional business to improve competitiveness by adopting more efficient use of resources.


	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	Yorkshire Forward

Victoria House

Victoria Place

Leeds

LS11 5AE

0113 394 9600

Phil.waite@yorkshire-forward.com 

Business Link Yorkshire

1 Capitol Court 

Capitol Business Park

Dodworth

Barnsley

S75 3TZ

0845 6048 048

info@businesslinkyorkshire.co.uk


	Accessing new overseas markets
	Expanding support services through a £7m package with UK Trade and Investment (UKTI).
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Finance for investment scheme
	Available for firms seeking capital to help in expanding, reorganising or modernising business processes or moving from development to production.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Helping businesses to innovate
	Long term strategy to increase levels of innovation.  £43m of investment through grants for R&D.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Train to Gain scheme
	This scheme is being enhanced to ensure a more comprehensive offer to the region’s businesses.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Employment support
	Closer monitoring of job losses and gains in order to match people losing their jobs to expanding firms. A Regional Rapid Response Taskforce will be enhanced to react more swiftly to announcements of firm closures.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	Yorkshire Forward

Victoria House

Victoria Place

Leeds

LS11 5AE

0113 394 9600

Phil.waite@yorkshire-forward.com 

Business Link Yorkshire

1 Capitol Court 

Capitol Business Park

Dodworth

Barnsley

S75 3TZ

0845 6048 048

info@businesslinkyorkshire.co.uk


	Assistance for firms struggling with debt
	Businesses struggling to balance their books can access one of 500 debt advisors employed by Citizens Advice Bureau and Advice UK network.  The National Debtline on 0808 808 4000 also provides free confidential advice on how to deal with debt problems.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Additional support for manufacturers
	Support is enhanced for manufacturers by an additional £7m, helping them to cut costs and to improve efficiency, profitability and competitiveness.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	Advantage West Midlands Regional Development Agency

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Transition Loan Fund 


	The Transition Loan Fund will offer viable businesses loans of between £50,000 and £250,000 to help bridge the gap for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) suffering short-term funding problems due to the current financial crisis.


	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	Advantage West Midlands,
3 Priestley Wharf, Holt Street, Aston Science Park, Birmingham, B7 4BN

Tel: 0121 380 3500

www.advantagewm.co.uk
Or

Business Link West Midlands,

Advantage House

19 Ridge Way

Quinton Business Park

Birmingham

B32 1AL

Tel: 0845 133 1234

www.businesslinkwm.co.uk


	Selective Finance for Investment in England scheme (SFIE) 
	SFIE is available to SMEs throughout the West Midlands and to larger businesses in designated Assisted Areas. This scheme helps to provide world-class faculties with consequent improvements in productivity, quality and competitiveness.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Proof of Concept Grant Scheme
	AWM are introducing a £6.7m grant scheme with grants of up to £30,000 per project to encourage the commercialisation of innovative products and services.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Index Voucher Scheme
	Aimed at encouraging smaller businesses to work more closely with the knowledge base. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Skills Action Plan
	Launched in March 2008, a graduate recruitment scheme will place 2,000 graduates into jobs in SMEs across the region
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Grant for Research and Development programme
	Currently pays out £2m a year to help SMEs finance new products and services. Grants can range from £5,000 to £500,000
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	Advantage West Midlands,
3 Priestley Wharf, Holt Street, Aston Science Park, Birmingham, B7 4BN

Tel: 0121 380 3500

www.advantagewm.co.uk
Or

Business Link West Midlands,

Advantage House

19 Ridge Way

Quinton Business Park

Birmingham

B32 1AL

Tel: 0845 133 1234

www.businesslinkwm.co.uk

	Provision of additional lending capacity
	AWM has provided an additional £1m funding to the region’s Community Development Finance Institutions to enable them to meet anticipated demand from SMEs suffering  tighter credit conditions. Also planning to invest into a loan fund able to lend amounts of between £50,000 and £250000 during the coming months.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	


	South East England Regional Development Agency

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Helping businesses to access finance
	Through Finance South East (FSE), SEEDA has launched a £3m commercialisation fund.  This will support new businesses to bring innovative new products and services to market.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	SEEDA Headquarters

Cross lanes

Guildford

Surrey

GU1 1YA

clairelivingstone@seeda.co.uk
www.seeda.co.uk
01483 500 703

Business Link South East

5th Floor 

Hollywood House

Church Street East

Woking

Surrey

GU21 6HJ

info@businesslinksoutheast.co.uk
www.businesslinksoutheast.co.uk
0845 600 9006



	Government Enterprise Strategy
	An extra £30m for this strategy has been announced for enterprise education.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Small Firms Loan Guarantee scheme
	It has been announced that there is an increase in the amount of bank lending by £60m to a total of £360m for this financial year. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Selective Finance for Investment in England
	The SFIE grant supports businesses to invest in capital equipment, hence improving productivity through expansion.  Currently available to SME’s only if they are located in priority region areas in the South East.  This is will be extended to eligible SME’s across the region with potential for high growth and clear long term viability whose investment plans are being held up by the economic conditions. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Assistance for firms struggling with debt
	Businesses struggling to balance their books can access one of 500 debt advisors employed by Citizens Advice Bureau and Advice UK network.  The National Debtline on 0808 808 4000 also provides free confidential advice on how to deal with debt problems. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Cutting energy costs
	SEEDA will contribute over £4.2m to helping businesses reduce the cost of their energy and resource needs through programmes accessible via Business Link.  These programmes will also help businesses review their transport and logistics and to draw up ‘green transport’ plans.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	SEEDA Headquarters

Cross lanes

Guildford

Surrey

GU1 1YA

clairelivingstone@seeda.co.uk
www.seeda.co.uk
01483 500 703

Business Link South East

5th Floor 

Hollywood House

Church Street East

Woking

Surrey

GU21 6HJ

info@businesslinksoutheast.co.uk
www.businesslinksoutheast.co.uk
0845 600 9006



	Governments Enhanced Capital Allowance scheme
	This scheme promotes achieving savings on energy-efficient equipment.  SEEDA’s ‘zero waste’ initiative will invest over £4m in tackling these costs. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	General business assistance
	Launching an innovative approach to nurturing enterprise and innovation skills in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	
	Working with major public sector procurers to increase the number of SME’s bidding successfully for contracts.
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	
	Two new business centres at Chatham and Canterbury providing managed workspace for start up businesses. 
	For further information contact Business Link or RDA directly
	

	Name of facility
	Scope
	Key criteria & How to apply
	Contact/Website

	Accessing new overseas markets 
	The Passport to Export scheme will be developed to provide additional help for businesses undertaking R&D specifically for their overseas markets.  UKTI will contact 1500 ‘graduates’ of this scheme to offer these companies an advanced package of support to reach high growth and emerging markets.
	For further information contact Business Links or your RDA directly
	SEEDA Headquarters

Cross lanes

Guildford

Surrey

GU1 1YA

clairelivingstone@seeda.co.uk
www.seeda.co.uk
01483 500 703

Business Link South East

5th Floor 

Hollywood House

Church Street East

Woking

Surrey

GU21 6HJ

info@businesslinksoutheast.co.uk
www.businesslinksoutheast.co.uk
0845 600 9006



	Designing Demand Programme


	The Designing Demand programme will extend the programme to invest and extend support for selected larger businesses through the programmes ‘immerse’ element not previously available in the South East.
	For further information contact Business Links or your RDA directly
	

	Employment support
	Closer monitoring of job losses and gains so that SEEDA can match people losing their jobs to expanding firms.  
	For further information contact Business Links or your RDA directly
	


Funding & Support – European, National & Regional Economic Assistance December 2008






1/18
SMMT Policy & Economics, e-mail: policy@smmt.co.uk

